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REMARKS
Applicant respectfully requests allowance of the subject application in view of the

following remarks.

Claims 1-12 are pending in the application, with claim 1 being the only

independent claim.

Art Rejections

In the Office Action, Claims 1-12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being
obvious over U.S. Patent No. 6,798,976 B1 (Tsumagari et al.) in view of U.S. Patent No.
6,525,746 B1 (Lau et al.). This rejection is respectfully traversed.

Tsumagari et al. does not qualify as prior art against the subject application.
Tsumagari et al. claims priority to earlier filed U.S. Application No. 09/564,538, which
has a filing date of May 4, 2000. Applicant submits herewith a Declaration under 37
C.F.R. § 1.131, establishing conception and reduction to practice of the claimed subject
matter at least as early as November 24, 1999, over five months prior to the earliest U.S.
filing date of Tsumagari et al. Accordingly, Tsumagari et al. does not qualify as prior art
against the subject application.

The Japanese application to which Tsumagari et al. claims foreign priority also
does not qualify as prior art against the subjection application. The Japanese priority
application has a filing date of May 12, 1999, but was not published until November 24,
2000 (see attached English language abstract and the cover page of the Japanese
publication). Thus, the Japanese priority application did not become a printed publication

under 35 U.S.C. § 102(2) or (b) until its November 24, 2000 publication date, which was
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a full year after Applicant’s date of conception and reduction to practice. Accordingly,
the Japanesc application to which Tsumagari et al. claims priority does not qualify as
prior art against the subject application.

Lau et al. was cited for its alleged teaching of “APIs with respect to plug-ins to
facilitate book-marking, handling commands and returning event meta data or attributes
and/or other functions associated with the navigator programming” (Office Action, page
6, paragraph 2). However, Lau et al. lacks numerous salient features of the independent
claim.

For at least the foregoing reasons, claims 1-12 are allowable over the cited

documents.

CONCLUSION

Applicant requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the § 103 rejection, and an
early notice of allowance.

If any issue remains unresolved that would prevent allowance of this case, the

Examiner is requested to contact the undersiened attorney to resolve the issue.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: l/‘g*o/ 06

David A. Divine

Lee & Hayes, pllc

Reg. No. 51,275

(509) 324-9256 ext. 233
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